December 13 meeting of SBIRT research group.

Attendees: Bill and Sharon (from CRU), Shane, Joe and Emeka.

We agreed on the following goals for the month of December.

1. Create a codebook for TASC, DASA, CARP, and SBIRT.

2. Amend and submit IRB protocol for approval.

3. Initiate discussion with TASC and DASA regarding obtaining data.

4. Look at data and obtain data set.

Data points:

We have to make a decision on what questions we need to ask and what we think is important.  We also have to decide how to handle repeat observations, whether to use all admissions vs. the patient regardless of # of admissions vs. the last admission.

Data Manager:

Sharon “volunteered” to be the data manager and will work with Shane in creating a codebook /data dictionary. They will write the data points that we need, send them to TASC and DASA and also obtain explanations from DASA and TASC about their coding and field names.

Bill “volunteered” to obtain the data from DASA.

Severity of illness:

Joe came with 2 articles about ICD-9 code mapping which we will use for severity of illness.  The articles will be available for everyone’s review at the CRU website.  Joe expressed his concern that it may be difficult to use the ICD-9 mapping for estimating the severity of illness.  We agreed that if we don’t succeed with the ICD-9 code mapping, we would use a surrogate measurement such as Charlson’s score, length of stay and service of admission such a medicine, trauma, ICU, etc. to estimate the severity of illness.

Activities:

We also discussed assignments for all group members.  Members are paired for most assignments and we need everyone to start working with their partners to achieve our targets.  Joe and Bill will work on the protocol, Shari and Joe will work on the literature and write a background, and Bill will introduce Pilar to facilitate Data acquisition from TASC.  Shane will assign more duties to group members as the need arises.

We will create a new time line by the next meeting.

